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"7Dear Norm-"“

AR

;' ,¢ f'_ filter clogging problems,
irnot comport with your findings please contact me.e,--»

: Thanks again for consulting me on water quality
~problems potentially related to our system :

Sincer ly /yours.

b ;..;'._.-M ﬂ/(.. ’7 -

Enclosed is my report on the recent Fairchild Plant.
If there are any details you a‘_e> L
feel should be added to our records or if the report. does S S
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: On Tuesday November 9, 1976, I reccived a call from- S
Norman Louree of the City of lMountain View relaying a ccrplaint'“-”
from Fairchild Corporztion, (-C4 Eliis &t., Mcuntain “View)," of
"smelly mud'" in cartridgze filters on process was c*;iaes. -
Vednesday: November 10, 1878, I et leh Norm Lowizs, Lorraine
Boyd (Facilitics ;."ncc”) and Bernarsd Yurash (Zavircemental

Control Cooruxnator) at tze Fairchrild plant.

A visuzl ins Ject‘onvo- zhe ori*‘:al filtesrs rcvealed a:
clcgred filter unlike zny I rad secn beiore. The material was
the con51ste ey 01 fine riud and'had a strony scpt c ccor: (828)

Ve irnspecied filtcrs ?ror tho sarme arca 0% ze nl t and
these showed no siga of +nis nzzterizi and h d_:c:h*:g u:' 1
be

a
" trapoed on thacm (some s;nd zad algac).  We tzen izsrected t
strainer oa tae iﬁcur ity woter. The strainer. vas a’ 200

,.
g

micron device with clf fluekiag scticn. ooz and I poth

noticed that a newly imstalied baciwash water discharge lize Was | .
conrected to the strainer with no device <o prevent wackflow of
Cthe wasie water., A furtncr investinicica showed tiais ancxwash )
lire conrectecd Cirectiy to a sanitary sower linge wizinouv any air o
gap or anti- snu"on_ocv‘ce. (Sez dizgran Tae nozential for e
back siphonace copeared very sireat bccauce tre sznitary sewer 5
line was €. to S ,ucg pigher thaas the strainer. Sormand I poiﬂted
this out to ¥s. FEoyd zrnd .r. Yurash. Norn roce several specl {ic

1 P Y e

sugzgcestions on “ow to cor-ect tils cdanyverous.ecnicetl n;‘ %
Yurash assured us that t;;s uoulu ve corrcotc; 1::ec1 -y.,..-ﬁ-
_ , Back-at the lab,ﬁl- tamlnrc-thc filt'“s aud s“?aAcs taken o
at the piant. te ascertain the orgia of the "rud". Thre sixty’ B
7 micron’ fiiters rcnmove ed fronm processfwatcr_lines_had alzae, .
ana Tair nmounts olsand. | Tie oaly uzusual Iizding was:

15% was three hundrod microns € in sizc. Thls-coulo se caused

.-'w‘l netion or byvpzsuing of »hc s.ral.br “ssumalye b bucé_.*5
Yoy say extmiaation of tiie "m fron wne ;;:st fulccrs was .

~:;&!y ‘5.:i\h for coliior. v'"“ fcwo*c ! st s;.lon or.
AV .Lv\ulsh.qllt -cx::cn shclls or;anlc Qetrit E, and very
‘,.anu.' Livirg in this raTérials ‘was a lar"ﬂ,?c;u;azlo“ of :
aoematode worns aznd protozex.  Thesce findingse suzrcst -to.me that

nis material eane from a Mdead cﬁa, ln thC.aJn.bﬁ cr wocqlbly“~

S Lron the “1uc“ur~o.11ne.-”"fff

.;*’”1ve tubes of'“’" broth and: thrce fccal col1‘orﬂ (EC) broth

L were innoculated with "mud® from the seotic r:"er suspendcd
plQ-dllu_ionf,.Ho qron;h LaS noted 1n anv tuhe. - :

SEWO F w2 .
oM =110




It is difficult to come to any dafinite conclusions in.
regard to this occurrcence. It seems to be isolated to tae Fair-
child Plant but we did not conduct a wide scale investigation of R
cother possible plant areas, There  is a definite cross connccetion o0 -
from the strainer backwash line to a Sanitary gcwer but there | R
was no cvidcnce to show that tris problem was caused by intro- ' :
duction of scwage into the drirnking water. The idea of a "dead -
end” in the system seems to be the best possible answer although -

we did not find such a. "dead cng’. Norm hypothesized an’ o
, "operational dead cend" (my words not his) in the majins that lcop Lo
4 around the industrial complex. But again, we had no evidence to- - -
3 draw any firm conclusion. Finally, I sec this ac.a problem not. -

3 directly rclated to our water supply or operations. . - .

4 - I will send a copy of this memo to Norm Lougee and fO‘.  "
3 " Fairchild pcersonnecl for their recoxrds and possibly to stimulate ..
further discussion. . - RN . o N
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